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“International girl child day should not be limited to one day”
Udupi: On October 11, the 
inaugural function for inter-
national girl child day was 
held in Indira Nagar Higher 
Primary School. The Mr JN 
Subramaniam, District ad-
vocate stated that Interna-
tional girl child day should 
not be limited to one day 
and girl child rescue should 
go on continuously.
The chief guest of the event,  
Mr Kurma Rao, District 
commissioner in his speech 
said, “Girl children are 
showcasing their  talents 
in almost all the fields, we 

just  have to give them the 
right opportunities. If we 
give them equal opportu-
nities in digital and other 
platforms, they will show 
extraordinary achievement”. 
He further said that equal-
ity should start from one’s 
home itself. Mr. Rao went on 
to mention the free helpline 
number, 1098, which pro-
vides free assistance to girls 
and children in distress.
    The function honoured Ms 
Archana and Ms Tanushree 
Pithrodi, for their amaz-
ing achievements. Other 
guests present included Ms 

Sharmila, Senior civil advo-
cate and member of district 
justice service, Dr Navin 
Bhat, District Panchayat 
Head, Dr Nagabushana Dis-
trict health and family wel-

fare department officer, Mr 
Kumar, District labour offi-
cer  and Salins, Indra Nagar 
school supervisor.
    The judicial department 
has planned awareness and 

legal support programmes 
for the aggrieved victims of 
female infanticide from Oc-
tober 2 to November 14. Mr. 
JN Subramaniam has re-
quested locals to avail these 
support programmes as and 
when required. Each village 
in the district will have ac-
cess to these programmes. 
Support kits were also dis-
tributed among students at 
the event. International girl 
child day was declared by 
the UN in 2012, it falls on 
October 11, every year. 
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Mattu Gulla sales re-start 
in Udupi

Udupi: The season’s first 
harvest of Mattu Gulla, the 
region’s local brinjal, is get-
ting more popular. Grown 
in Mattu, Kaipunjalu, Kat-
apady, Pangala, Kote, Alin-
ja, Ambadi, and Uliyargoli 
regions this year, they were 
late to the Navrathri Festival 
due to the floods. The brinjal 
is known to  add the unique 
flavour to local dishes. 
The President of the Mat-
tu Gulla Growers Associa-
tion, Sunil D Bangera, said 
that, as the association has 
been growing the brinjal in 
250 acres of land; starting 
next week, they can supply 
around 500 kgs of the crop 
to the markets, per day. The 
association is also trying 

to sell the brinjal to Dubai 
markets as it is popular 
there. Despite the demand 
for the Mattu Gulla, farmers 
weren’t compensated for 
their losses from last year’s 
floods. A Mattu Gulla farm-
er explained that a large 
portion of their crops were 
washed away and a group 
of officials from the district 
administration had visited 
them and promised a pack-
age of compensation, yet 
nothing was received. 
    The demand for this 
brinjal extends out of India 
too, making the crop worth 
more than 130 rupees per 
kg in the association, and up 
to 150 to 170 rupees in the 
market. 
 Source : www.wipo.in
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Coal import hit: Escoms owe 
Adani’s UPCL 2.6Kcr

Udupi: Due to a lack of 
coal, Udupi Power Corpo-
ration Limited’s coal-based 
power facilities have been 
shut down for two months. 
The plant has a capacity of 
600MW and has been run-
ning at half capacity for 
the past three days due to a 
technical issue with the gen-
erator in the second unit.
    Four electricity distribu-
tion companies owe a total 
of Rs 2,671 crore in unpaid 
bills. The Escoms have al-
ready been compelled to 
pay by the Central Electric-
ity Regulatory Commission. 
Escoms has a debt of around 
Rs1,385 crore, followed by 
Gescom with Rs.563 crore; 

Bescom has dues of Rs 224 
crore and Mescom with Rs 
17 crore. Despite the out-
standing debts, UPCL, a 
subsidiary of the Adani 
group, continues to gener-
ate and supply power to Es-
coms.
    For roughly three days, the 
districts of Dakshina Kan-
nada and Udupi have been 
without power. The cause 
is reported to be a power 
shortage in the state. UPCL 
is located in an environ-
mentally sensitive zone and 
is required to use exclusive-
ly imported coal, despite the 
Union Government’s desire 
for ‘Atmanirbharta.’ This im-
ported coal will cost around 
$185 per tonne and will 

come from Australia, Indo-
nesia, or South Africa. If do-
mestic coal is utilized, only 
20% of it can be blended to 
guarantee that emissions do 
not exceed the limit.
    Adani UPCL President, 
Kishore Alva, stated that 
coal will be imported soon 
and electricity generation 
will commence shortly.
Meanwhile, campaigners in 
the coastal districts urge the 
state government to ensure 
that the power generated 
by UPCL is first supplied to 
the Mangalore Electricity 
Supply Company (Mescom) 
for local use and then trans-
mitted to Escoms for other 
locations.

Workers processing through Mattu Gulla (Source : Mangalore Today)
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4 arrested for attempting to 
forcibly convert man to Christianity

Udupi: Four individuals 
were arrested by Kota po-
lice on Sunday, October 10 
for allegedly abusing a man’s 
faith and forcing him to 
convert to Christianity. Th e 
accused have been identi-
fi ed as Prakash, Jyothi, Ravi, 
and Manohar. Prakash and 
Jyothi are a couple.
    Th e victim, Anand, in his 
complaint stated that Ravi, 
his relative, called him on 
Sunday aft ernoon and asked 
him to visit Jyothi’s resi-
dence to talk about religion. 
He visited Jyothi’s residence 
with his friend Sharan 
where they were introduced 
to Prakash and Manohar. 
Aft er a few conversations, 
Jyothi started targeting 
Anand’s religion. She re-
portedly threw profanities 
at his (Anand) religion and 
tried to forcibly convert him 

to Christianity. She told him 
that all his problems would 
be solved if he converted to 
Christian faith.
    Following Anand’s report, 
the case has been registered 
under various IPC sections 
including charges of pro-
moting enmity and delib-
erate acts to hurt religious 
sentiments. Police have vis-
ited the house of the accused 
and recovered all necessary 
documents. Th e couple has 
been previously accused of 
trying to convert various 
other people. Th e news of 
‘religion abuse’ spread to the 
public within a few hours of 
the arrest leading to protests 
outside the police station by 
the members of Hindu Jaga-
rana Vedike, a Hindu activ-
ist group.

Source : TOI
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Morgans Gate shooting case: 
16-year-old succumbs to 

injuries

In a shocking incident on 
October 5, a man fi red two 
bullets at his employees 
and one of the bullets acci-
dentally hit his 16 year old 
son, Sudhindran. Th e boy 
succumbed to injuries in a 
private hospital at 5 am on 
Friday.  
    Th e shooting was insti-
gated by a heated argument 
between two employees at 
the Vaishnavi Express Car-
go Private Limited offi  ce 
and Sudhindran S mother. 
Th e workers supposedly de-
manded 4,000 rupees as pay-
ment from the boy’s mother. 
At around 3:30 pm Sudhin-
dra and his father, Rajesh, 
arrived on scene. Sudhindra 
allegedly slapped one of the 
workers which caused the 
situation to escalate. Rajesh 

then took out his weapon 
and fi red two rounds, miss-
ing the employees and hit-
ting his son. A police offi  cer 
stated that the bullet had 
pierced around 8 inches into 
the boy’s skull. Th e weapon 
used has been identifi ed as a 
licensed 0.32 bore pistol.
    Later the same day, Rajesh 
complained about chest 
pains, and was admitted 
into the same hospital as his 
son. Aft er being discharged, 
he was arrested and present-
ed before court on October 
7. His lawyer requested that 
Rajesh stay in the hospital to 
treat his injuries. Th e court 
granted the appeal and he 
was readmitted into a pri-
vate hospital. 

Source : Th e Hindu

1000 extra KSRTC 
buses to operate for 
Dussehra and Diwali

One thousand additional 
buses will set off  from Kar-
nataka State Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC) for 
Dussehra and Diwali to ca-
ter to those traveling in and 
outside Karnataka.  Th e ad-
ministration will run special 
buses from October 13 to 21 
and  October 29 to Novem-
ber 7.  Later, special buses 
will operate for interstate 
travelers.  Due to the lack 
of an insuffi  cient number 
of buses, students and daily 
travelers face inconvenience 
daily . During the festival 
season, this decision will 
make traveling easier for in-
terstate passengers.
    All the buses will func-
tion from Bengaluru to 
nearby states. Travelers can 
book their tickets before 
travel through an online 
website —an additional 5 % 
discount on booking if two 
or more travelers book on 
a single ticket. Passengers 
can log in to www.ksrtc.kar-
nataka.gov.in or book their 
respective tickets from the 
reservation counter.

Source : Deccan Herald

Malabar Group’s heart of gold
Mangalore: Malabar Gold 
and Diamonds has provid-
ed funds to 14 households 
to help them build homes.
Th e jewellers presented 
Housing Charity Cheques 
as part of their CSR pro-
gram in the city. Th ey have 
provided fi nancial assis-
tance to 14 families for the 
construction of their homes
Abdul Raheem (MD of 
Shalimar), Ahmed Basheer 
(MD Group-4), Jacinta Al-
fred (Corporator of Falnir), 
and Mangalore Store Head 
Mr. Sarath are a few of the 
management team who 
were present during the 
event. Th e Malabar Hous-
ing Charitable Trust was 

founded in 2004 to provide 
fi nancial assistance for the 
development of shelters for 
the homeless. Th ey assist 
people in the construction 
of their homes, either par-
tially or totally. In certain 
cases, if a family is in need 
and are unable to obtain any 
means of constructing their 
homes, Th e Malabar Trust 
will provide full funding 
and support.

    Over the last two decades, 
the company has made sig-
nifi cant contributions to the 
society through CSR activ-
ities such as providing free 
life-saving medications, fi -
nancial assistance for the 
construction of homes, 
women empowerment 
programs, student schol-
arships and environmental 
protection activities among 
others. “ Th e group will lay 
more stress on areas like en-
vironmental conservation, 
medicine, and education 
sectors as part of the CSR in 
India.” stated MP Ahmed, 
Chairman Malabar Group 
of Companies.

Sources : Udupi Times, 
VarthaBharati

President Ram Nath Kovind 
arrived at Mangalore on Oc-
tober 7. Th e administration 
made arrangements to wel-
come him by cleaning the 
stretch of road from Man-
galore International Air-
port to the Circuit House. 
Th e President was given a 
warm welcome by all offi  cial 
Ministers of Mangalore. He 
reached the Circuit House 
for a night’s stay and left  
for Sringeri with his wife 
to off er prayers at the Mutt 
on October 8. Th ey visited 
Pravachana Mandira, where 
they took blessings and had 
lunch at the guest house.      

    He was off ered a taste of 
the south at dinner with 
Karnataka governor Th a-
warchand Gehlot. 
    Th e district administra-
tion of Chikkamangaluru 
had positioned police offi  -
cers across the city as a secu-
rity protocol. For the Presi-
dent’s visit, the Panchayat of 
Sringeri town had strict or-
ders to close all commercial 
establishments. At the end 
of his visit, he left  for Delhi 
from the Mangalore inter-
national airport.

Sources: Deccan Herald

President visits Sringeri 
to offer prayers

Symbolic respresentation of religions (Source : Pew Research Center)

A licensed 0.32 bore pistol was used (Source :  Indian Express)

Source : Saudi Gazette
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Returning to campus? 
Precautions to keep in mind
With the government of 
Karnataka issuing the order 
to reopen universities across 
the state, MAHE is fi nally 
going to start onsite classes 
in a phased manner.   BSC 
Animation and   BAMedia 
and Communication stu-
dents of second-year of will 
be reporting for onsite class-
es on November 8, 2021. 
Manipal Institute of Com-
munication will suspend 
online classes from the 2 to 
the 6 November in order to 
allow students to travel to 
the campus by November 
8th. Students who wish to 
return to campus must have 

completed at least one dose 
of the COVID19 vaccine 
and have a negative RT PCR 
test, done at most 72 hours 
prior to their arrival. Stu-
dents are allowed to arrive 
a maximum of one week 
before the reopening date. 
All students are required to 
send their travel plans with 
their student information, 
mode of travel, city of de-
parture, and date and time 
of arrival, to their chief war-
dens or MIC offi  ce. 
   Essential items that stu-
dents have to carry to cam-
pus are as follows: One hun-
dred triple-layered masks 
and six cloth masks, fi ve 

100ml of hand sanitiser, 
and two bottles of liquid 
soap. Take away options are 
available in the mess so that 
students can stay within the 
COVID guidelines. 
    Students travelling from 
diff erent states are to report 
to their designated screen-
ing centres, on arrival, where 
they have to produce a neg-
ative RT PCR test and vac-
cination certifi cates. Th ose 
who have the above-men-
tioned documents do not 
require a quarantine period 
and will get a clearance card 
to move freely through the 
hostels and academic build-
ings.

Destinations you have to visit around Manipal

One of the numerous perks 
of being part of Manipal 
University is the city’s tour-
ist destinations. From ma-
jestic mountains to shallow 
seashores, Manipal has it 
all! Although it’s hard to 
pick and choose, a few des-
tinations in and around the 
city are known to be student 
favorites.
    Th e Hanging Bridge – 
Th e perfect spot for bicycle 
fanatics in Manipal, this 
bridge is situated a few kilo-
meters from the city and is 
the ideal place for a week-
end getaway! It rests above 
a small backwater channel 
and is surrounded by lush 
greenery on all sides. If you 
ever want to take a break 
from the hustle and bustle 
of city life, we recommend 
you try the Hanging Bridge.

    Agumbe – Located for-
ty-fi ve kilometers from Ma-
nipal, the drive to Agumbe is 
an experience in itself. Filled 
with stunning vistas of Kar-
nataka’s wooded regions, 
you will fi nd on the way, 
the Sunset Point, a temple, 
and several beautiful water-
falls (Onaki Abbi, Barkana 
falls, and Jogigundi falls).  
At Agumbe there are vari-
ous kinds of hikes you can 
pick and choose from and 
given the fact that it rains 
every hour or so, the hike 
is fi lled with all of nature’s 
goodness. If you’re planning 
to be there during sunset 
(which we recommend you 
do), you’ll  witness one of 
the most breathtaking views 
in the country! And here’s a 
fun fact about Agumbe for 
all the movie-buff s- the TV 

Kaleidoscope- Manipal’s 
fi rst LGBTQIA+ student club
Ka l e i d o s c op e , Man ip a l 
University’s fi rst-ever stu-
dent-run LQBTQIA+ club 
was offi  cialy launched on 
2nd September 2021. Th e 
club aims  to help every in-
dividual in the community 
feel safer and comfortable 
with their own identities.
Most students in India are 
aware of their identities 
from a very young age but 
proceed to conceal their 
true selves due to societal 
pressures and barriers. In-
stitutions such as schools 
and colleges oft en fail to 
equip students with the nec-
essary outlets and education 
concerned with the com-
munity. With its inception, 
Kaleidoscpe has created 
within Manipal a safe haven 
where students part of the 
LGBTQIA+ can turn to for 
mental as well as physical 
support.
    Th e management board 
is made up of seven students 
from Manipal Institute of 
Technology, founded and 
headed by Adhar Sharma, a 
third-year engineering stu-
dent. Adhar explains how  
the LGBTQIA+ communi-

ty feels safer and protected 
with the creation of Kalei-
doscope at Manipal. “Kalei-
doscope is about inclusivity 
and beyond business as usu-
al. We wish to make every 
student in Manipal feel safe 
and welcomed,”, he tells us 
in an exclusive chat with our 
sub-editor.
    Th e club came into frui-
tion aft er receiving approval 
from MIT’s Head of Clubs, 
in addition to numerous 
talks with administration, 
faculty, and students. Many 
believe that an LGBTQIA+ 
club is both benefi cial and 
essential to student welfare 
on campus. Kaleidoscope 
intends to ease students’ 
challenges and burdens 
by creating an open and 
friendly community for all 
those involved. Th eir social 
media, (Instagram: @kalei-
doscope.manipal) serves as 
a platform to provide accu-
rate information and facts 
regarding LGBTQIA+ while 
also initiating talks and 
group sessions for members 
of the same. It is a platform 
free of social constraints. 

Source : Times of India

series Malgudi Days was 
shot here! 
    Turtle Bay – A spot right 
out of the movies, Turtle Bay 
is a perfect valentines’ start-
er kit. Lengthy walks along 
the seashore, breathtaking 
scenery, snorkeling, scuba 
diving, and many more fun 
activities await you at this 
destination. In case you’re 
wondering why it’s called 
‘Turtle Bay’: the beach is a 
nesting ground for turtles 
all through October and 
December!. Although it’s 
quite interesting to be at 
the beach during this time, 
please keep in mind that the 
nesting ground is not to be 
disturbed at any cost. Such 
actions, if reported, can at-
tract heavy fi nes.
    Jog Falls – Located one 
hundred and eighty kilo-
meters away from the city, 
this waterfall brings to you 
breathtaking scenery, fresh 
air and an expanse of green-
ery all at once. It is the fi ft h 
highest waterfall in Asia and 
is quite popular with tour-
ists. You can either hike to 
the waterfall or simply en-
joy the view. Either way Jog 
Falls is one destination you 
do not want to miss!

Source : www.stanzaliving.com
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Turtle Bay Beach (Source :  Lifeisoutside.com)
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6-hour blackout, Facebook proves to be a puppeteer for millions

Social media controls us, and 
the 6-hour blackout is proof 
of that. Do you remember 
the blackout of three of the 
most popular social media 
apps, Facebook, Instagram, 
and WhatsApp? #internet-
shutdown is trending with 
millions of meme posts by 
netizens apologizing for 
blaming their WIFI for the 
6-hour blackout. Th is clear-
ly shows us the extent of the 
psychological impact a sim-
ple app can have on us. We 
almost entirely refused to 
see it as a man-made soft -
ware capable of crashing 
and instead proceeded to 
blame our environment or 
situation for the blackout. 
    Hidden behind the friend-
ly disguise of networking 
and connecting with peo-
ple, Facebook is infamous 
for its high-profi le scandals, 
from the Russian election 

interference to the more re-
cent US elections in 2020. 
Th eir algorithm is explicitly 
designed to bring people of 
similar interests, political 
opinions, or even kinks to-
gether and confi ne them. 
Th is creates an environment 
known as an ‘echo cham-
ber’ wherein a person only 
receives information that 
enforces and refl ects their 
own confi rmation bias and 
prevents them from learning 
new perspectives.
    Analysis of data from Co-
lumbia University’s Emer-
gent rumor tracker suggests 
that misinformation is just 

as likely to go viral as reli-
able information, and echo 
chambers have a vital role .
    We may think of ourselves 
as being self-aware and not 
consider ourselves to be 
gullible. But what Facebook 
has achieved is much more 
complex- it is subconscious. 
Th e truth is, for the majority 
of us, Facebook knows more 
about us than we do about 
ourselves. Th ey track our 
habits and behaviors and 
sell them to the highest bid-
der. Th is data includes more 
than the ‘personal details’ 
we provide them. Moreover, 
Facebook has built a system 

that encourages us to sell 
our personal lives for virtual 
reactions and numbers on 
their site. 
    “Facebook can learn al-
most anything about you by 
using artifi cial intelligence 
to analyze your behavior,” 
said Peter Eckersley, the 
chief computer scientist 
for the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, a digital rights 
non-profi t. “Th at knowl-
edge turns out to be perfect 
both for advertising and 
propaganda.” 
    Th e trade-off  we are do-
ing here is not by conscious 
choice. Facebook’s 2.1 bil-
lion users are unaware of 
Facebook’s data about them 
and how the company uses 
it. Th ere is a growing unease 
among regulators that tech 
giants are unfairly manipu-
lating users.
    While many other compa-
nies mine information about 
users for marketing purpos-

es in the form of cookies, 
Facebook is being singled 
out because data mining and 
stockpiling of user-personal 
data is at the core of its $40.6 
billion annual business. 
    Facebook employs a facial 
recognition technology that 
suggests names for people 
in users’ photos. Th is threat-
ens the ability of people to 
remain anonymous online, 
on the street, and at political 
protests.
    Tracing back to the recent 
blackout of Facebook - Re-
member the confusion, if 
not the annoyance you felt 
at the prospect of not being 
able to control the space you 
thought was your own - the 
space you established or 
rather owned on social me-
dia. Th at is the reality check 
we needed to tell us that at 
the end of the day we may 
be the consumers, yet we are 
the ones that are being sold.

Shrayan Ghosh
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Should marijuana really be illegal in 2021?
Dating back to the pre-neo-
lithic period, marijuana 
(also called cannabis or pot) 
was cultivated all across the 
Asian continent. Our an-
cestors benefi ted from the 
plant’s psychoactive prop-
erties and also made use 
of it to produce various es-
sential items such as paper, 
clothing, etc. Native to the 
Indian subcontinent, it’s 
safe to say that we were the 
original propagators of this 
substance to the West! Fast 
forward to  2021 and the use 
of cannabis has been crimi-
nalized in the country. 
Interestingly the association 
of drugs (specifi cally can-
nabis), with crimes and so-
cially unacceptable behavior 
was actually introduced to 
the country by the United 
States during the time of 
the Cold War. Th e Western 
world, at the time, known 
for its racial values and ide-
ologies, used drugs such as 
cannabis to further cultivate 
social stigma around people 

of color. People were made 
to believe that migrant 
workers were performing 
heinous crimes solely due 
to the infl uence of these 
substances and drugs be-
longing to non-European 
cultures were targeted and 
criminalized. In 1985, India 
enacted the Narcotics Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substanc-
es Act, which criminalized 
the use of the seed and fl ow-
er of cannabis but excluded 
the leaves. Th e leaves of the 
plant, having deep religious 
implications and a negli-
gible THC (psychoactive 
or intoxicating compound 
present) are permissible un-
der Indian law. 
    Over the years’ multiple 
countries have successful-
ly decriminalized the usage 
and possession of certain 
drugs. Decriminalization 
only calls for the remov-
al of harsh penalties. Th e 
act however is still subject 
to minor penalties such as 
fi nes. Portugal is one coun-

try that has been lauded 
for its eff ective decriminal-
ization of drugs, in 2001. 
Crime, drug usage rates, 
and  HIV transmissions in 
the country have witnessed 
a signifi cant decrease ever 
since. As per a report pub-
lished by UNAIDS,  “ De-
criminalization of drug use 
and possession for personal 
use reduces the stigma and 
discrimination that ham-
pers access to health care, 
harm reduction, and legal 
services. In countries where 
drug use is decriminalized 
and comprehensive harm 
reduction is available, HIV 
prevalence and transmis-
sion tend to drop sharp-
ly among people who use 
drugs.”
    Drawing focus on the 
suitability of the Indian cli-
mate and land type for can-
nabis, many believe that the 
country is, in fact, losing out 
on the revenue that could be 
generated with it.“It esti-
mated that around Rs. 725 

crores could be raised in 
Delhi if cannabis is taxed”, 
says a report by legal think 
tank Vidhi Legal on decrim-
inalizing cannabis. 
    With enough evidence of 
a fully working decriminal-
ization model, and resulting 
economic benefi ts, it comes 
as a great surprise that India 
has not yet followed suit. 
Despite claiming to be a de-
veloping nation, it is evident 
that we still function on 
laws structured on medie-
val societies and ideologies. 
Th is simply proves to the 
youth of today how selec-
tive and biased our country 
is in terms of development. 
For our citizens to fully 
comprehend the term ‘de-
velopment’ the government 
should ideally start by mod-
ifying our legal system to 
better suit the 21st century.  
With the decriminalization 
of cannabis, proper educa-
tion, and awareness, both 
citizens and the government 
stand to benefi t. 

Chyra Rose Luiz

Facebook logo (Source : kaspersky.com)
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Texas reinstates ban on abortion
Th e state of Texas, on Octo-
ber 9th, was allowed to rein-
state their ban on abortion. 
Th is decision comes aft er 
Federal Judge Robert Pit-
man, through the Biden Ad-
ministration, temporarily 
blocked the ban on abortion 
on October 6. Judge Pitman 
stated that the Texas abor-
tion law is “an unprecedent-
ed and aggressive scheme 
to deprive its citizens of a 
signifi cant and well-estab-
lished constitutional right.”. 
Th e Department of Justice 
has fi led a suit against the 
state of Texas, and has giv-
en them until October 12th 
to submit a valid response. 
Until then the law will be 
active. Th e court is not de-
termining whether the law 
is here to stay, only if it will 
be applicable for the rest of 
the court’s proceedings.
Th e Texas law states that 
abortions are only allowed 
up to six weeks, or as soon 
as there is a ‘fetus heartbeat’. 
If the law is broken anyone 
in Texas, except the person 

who impregnated the per-
son seeking abortion, is al-
lowed to sue for damages 
of up to 10,000 dollars. Th e 
law similarly applies to any-
one suspected of helping a 
person get an abortion; this 
could be the bus driver that 
drove them to the clinic, 
the receptionist that helped 
them sign off  on the paper 
work, or even a co-worker 
that knew of the abortion. 
Th e bill does not make any 
exceptions for cases of rape 
or incest. 
Th e Biden Administration 
claims that the bill is a vio-
lation of a person’s consti-
tutional right to a medical 
procedure. At a Congressio-

nal hearing Representative 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
said, “Six weeks pregnant is 
two weeks late for one’s pe-
riod...When you are raped, 
you don’t always know what 
happened to you. Some-
times it takes years to get 
over the trauma and realize 
what actually went on...Th e 
stress of a sexual assault, can 
make you two weeks late for 
your period. Whether you’re 
pregnant or not...It is unbe-
lievable how the Republican 
side will call a witness irre-
sponsible and be so hurtful 
to sexual assault survivors 
across the country.”

Sources: NPR, Th e Gaurdian

Suicide bomb attack kills 55 
inside Afghan Mosque

A suicide bombing attack on 
Friday, October 8, killed  at 
least 55 people in a mosque 
in northern Afghanistan. 
Th e Islamic State group im-
mediately claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. An ISIS 
suicide bomber with an ex-
plosive vest carried out this 
attack while worshippers 
gathered inside the mosque 
for prayers. Local security 
offi  cials reported that more 
than 300 people were at-
tending the prayers when 
the blast took place.
Th e Islamic State group has 
always been a rival to the 
Taliban and have repeat-
edly targeted Shiites (an 
islamic denomination) to 
stir up the Sunni region in 
Afghanistan. Shiites consti-
tute roughly 20% of the Af-

ghan population, and many 
of these groups have been 
heavily traumatized for de-
cades. Th e UN in Afghani-
stan called Friday’s blast a 
“part of a disturbing pattern 
of violence” and said they 
were “deeply concerned by 
reports of very high casual-
ties”.
Hundreds of people have 
crowded at the hospital’s 
main gate asking for med-
ical assistance while Tali-
ban offi  cials are trying to 
prevent large gatherings in 
case of another attack. “We 
have received more than 
100 wounded patients and 
over 55 dead bodies, but the 
number will change. We are 
still receiving more people,” 
said a Doctors Without Bor-
ders (MSF) hospital worker. 
Sources: WION, NDTV

WHO approves fi rst ever malaria vaccine, Mosquirix

In a historic moment on 
Wednesday, 6th October 
2021, WHO advocated the 
rollout of the RTS, S/AS01 
(RTS, S) malaria vaccine for 
children in aff ected suburbs 
of the continent.    Nearly 
three lakh African children 
below the age of fi ve suc-
cumb to the disease every 
year, making it one of Afri-
ca’s deadliest diseases. Th e 
deployment of the RTS, S 
vaccine along with exist-
ing therapeutics will be “a 
breakthrough for science, 
child health and malaria 
control,” said WHO Direc-
tor-General Dr.Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus.
    Th roughout the years, 
WHO and its partners have 
made little to no progress 
with this deadly disease. 
However, aft er nearly 30 

years of research and devel-
opment, GSK’s RTS, S ma-
laria vaccine has been fully 
approved by the organiza-
tion. Pilot programs were 
conducted in Ghana, Kenya, 
and Malawi, which tracked 
the vaccination of 800,000 
children since 2019. 
    Th e decision for a mass 
roll-out was based on the 
counsel of two WHO glob-
al consultative bodies (one 
for inoculation and the oth-
er for malaria). Th e World 
Health Organization sug-

gested that the RTS, S ma-
laria vaccine can be imme-
diately made available in 
suburbs with moderate to 
high malaria transmission.
Th e vaccine is to be admin-
istered in four doses, over 
a period of four months in 
children from fi ve months 
of age. Th is vaccine prevents 
about 30% of the severe ma-
laria cases that lead to death 
and will help in curbing the 
spread of this disease.

Sources : Th e Guardian. who.int

Journalists receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize 2021

Th e 2021 Nobel Peace Prize 
was awarded to Journalists 
Maria Ressa and Dmitry 
Muratov, on Friday, Octo-
ber 8. Th e journalists were 
awarded for their contin-
uous eff orts to uphold cit-
izens’ freedom of speech 
and expression.  Chairwom-
an Reiss-Andersen stated, 
“Freedom of expression is 
full of paradoxes”.      
    Maria Ressa, the co-found-
er of Rappler, a digital in-
vestigative journalism com-
pany, has always defended 
freedom of expression 
by exposing the violence, 
abuse, and rise of authori-
tarianism in the Philippines. 
Likewise, Dmitry Muratov, 
editor-in-chief of Novaya 

Gazeta, an independent so-
cio-political newspaper in 
Russia, has protected free-
dom of speech for decades 
and has consistently worked 
towards justice. His refusal 
to abandon the newspaper 
regardless of the death of six 
of his colleagues shows his 
courage to always stand for 
the truth. 
    “Th e freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of infor-
mation help to ensure an in-
formed public. Th ese rights 
are crucial prerequisites for 
democracy and protection 
against war and confl ict.” 
the Nobel Prize social me-
dia posted on their twitter 
following the announce-
ment of the winners.
Source : CNN, NiemanLab
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Protests outside the court (Source : ABC)

Pictured Maria Ressa (L), Dmitry Muratov (R) (Source : BBC News)

Malaria infected baby (Source : BBC)
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Terror strikes Kashmir as third attack 
of the week kills two school teachers
Jammu: Terror strikes 
Kashmir as third attack of 
the week kills two school 
teachers
Jammu: On October 7, 
an armed member of Th e 
Resistance Force (TRF), 
an eff ect of the Pakistani 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) ter-
ror group, gunned down a 
school principal and teacher 
in a targeted killing spree. 
Th e Kashmir Valley has 
witnessed a total of twen-
ty-eight civilian killings this 
year. Th is week alone has 
seen the killings of nearly 
seven civilians. 
Two Muslim men were 
killed in a similar fashion 
on October 2. Th is was fol-
lowed by another set of kill-
ings that claimed the lives 
of four civilians, including 
a Kashmiri Pandit, on Octo-
ber 5.  Th e shooting that took 
place on October 7 comes 
aft er this. Th e deceased, 
identifi ed as Supinder Kaur, 

a Sikh school principal, and 
Deepak Chand, a Hindu 
teacher, were shot dead in-
side a government school in 
Srinagar.  Chand’s cousin, 
Vicky Mehra, in an inter-
view with Hindustan Times 
said, “What can I say… 
whatever has happened is 
due to system failure. Th e 
system is in deep slumber, 
they cannot do anything. 
Tomorrow again someone 
will be killed and there shall 
be mourning in that house. 
Th e entire family tends to 
die with that person,”

In the wake of these killings, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah has laid out fi rm di-
rectives. Top counter-terror 
experts have been sent to 
the valley to help the local 
police neutralise the Paki-
stan-backed terror attacks.
It is suspected that the 
weapons used in the re-
cent killings are pistols that 
might have been dropped 
in the valley’s upper reaches 
through drones from across 
the border.
Source: Hindustan Times, 
Al Jazeera

“The fi ght will continue”,
words from a doctor, captain, and 

social activist

Born on Oct 24, 1941, to 
a lawyer and a freedom 
fi ghter, Captain Lakshmi 
Sahgal was taught to be a 
powerful and independent 
girl from a young age. Aft er 
her MBBS degree, Lakshmi 
Sahgal joined the Indian 
Independence League. Th e 
next few years drew her 
family towards the ongoing 
freedom struggle. She wit-
nessed her mother’s transi-
tion from a Madras social-
ite to an ardent Congress 
supporter, who one day 
walked into her room and 
removed all of her pretty 
garments to burn in a bon-
fi re of imported goods. Sah-
gal is commonly referred 
to as Captain Lakshmi, a 
reference to her rank when 
taken prisoner in Burma 
during the Second World 
War. Lakshmi had heard 
that Subash Chandra Bose 
was interested in recruit-
ing women into the organ-
isation and had requested 
a meeting with him. Th ere 

was a tremendous response 
from across the country to 
join the all-women brigade. 
She grew to be a prominent 
fi gure during the freedom 
fi ghts and became one of 
the most trustworthy mem-
bers of the army during her 
time. She organised relief 
camps and medical aid in 
Calcutta for refugees who 
streamed into India from 
Bangladesh. In 1971, Laksh-
mi joined the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) 
and represented the party 
in the Rajya Sabha. Aft er 
the Bhopal gas incident in 
December 1984, she led a 
medical team to the city. 
Following the anti-Sikh ri-
ots of 1984, Sahgal fought 
to restore order in Kanpur. 
In 1998, Indian President 
K. R. Narayanan bestowed 
the Padma Vibhushan onto 
Sahgal. She was nominated 
as a presidential candidate 
in 2002 by four left ist par-
ties and was A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam’s only opponent.  Her 
life was inextricably linked 
to the struggles against co-
lonialism, the accomplish-
ment of independence, and 
nation-building in India 
during the 20th and early 
21st centuries. Some peo-
ple have done so much in 
their life that it’s impossible 
to forget their contribution 
towards society. Sahgal was 
one of those individuals 
who never lost sight of her 
yearning for independence.
Source: Th e Hindu

Arunachal experiences 
fourth earthquake in a row

Itanagar: An earthquake 
of magnitude 3.6 and 3.0 
was reported in Arunachal 
Pradesh on Saturday, Oc-
tober 9th. Th is is the fourth 
time in a row that the state 
has experienced an unex-
pected earthquake. Basar 
and Pangin reported two 

earthquakes earlier this 
week, with a magnitude of 
4.5 and 4.4, respectively. 
According to reports the 
earthquakes in the North-
west and Northwest- West 
area of the district (Itana-
gar) occurred at approxi-
mately 1:24 AM and 7:53 
PM IST.
Sources: NDTV and Mint

 Son of Union Minister arrested in 
Lakhimpur Violence case

Ashish Mishra, son of Union 
Minister of State for Home 
Aff airs (Uttar Pradesh) was 
arrested on Saturday, Oc-
tober 9th following twelve 
hours of interrogation by 
the state’s Crime Branch.            
Th e accused was suspect-
ed to be in one of the cars 
during the Lakhimpur Vi-
olence incident ( October 
3rd)  which claimed the 
lives of 8 people, including 
4 farmers. 
    Th e arrest was instigated 
by Mr. Ashish’s failure to 
present himself for ques-
tioning on Friday, 8th Oc-
tober. Th e DIG in charge 
said that Ashish Mishra did 
not cooperate during the 
interrogation and refused 
to provide details regarding 
his whereabouts during the 
time of the incident. “For 

non-cooperation and eva-
sive reply, on these grounds, 
we are taking him into cus-
tody and arresting him,” the 
DIG explained in an inter-
view with Th e Hindu.
    Th e two other accused, 
Luv Kush and Ashish Pan-
dey were arrested and jailed 
on Th ursday, October 7th. 
Meanwhile, Union Minister 
Ajay Mishra declared that 
his son was nowhere near 
the site of the incident or in 
any of the cars that ran over 

the farmers. He went on to 
say that Ashish was at their 
ancestral home in the village 
of Banveerpur attending an 
annual wrestling event their 
family organized. 
    Th e police are currently 
searching for Ankit Das, the 
nephew of former Union 
Minister Akhilesh Das, who 
was alleged to be with Ashish 
Mishra in his car. Following 
the incident, Samyukt Kisan 
Morcha (SKM)- a body of 
farmers protesting the farm 
laws, demanded that the po-
lice arrest both the Union 
Minister and his son.
 Th e leader of the body de-
clared that they would con-
duct a protest called ‘Rail 
Roko’ on October 18th  
against the Lakhimpur vio-
lence case. 
Sources: TOI, , Th e Hindu, HT.
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Family of the deceased (Source : Press Trust of India)

Ashish Mishra (Source : India Today)

Lakshmi Sahgal (Source : SheTh ePeople)
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GENDER PARITY ENVIRONMENT

Bretman Rock, fi rst gay man 
to appear on a playboy cover!

Filipino beauty infl uencer 
and social media personal-
ity, Bretman Rock has be-
come the fi rst-ever, openly 
gay man to appear on the 
front cover of the Playboy 
magazine.  Th e 23-year old 
internet sensation made 
headlines by featuring in 
the magazine in a pair of the 
iconic bunny ears, black lin-
gerie, bowtie, and personal-
ized heels by Versace.  
    Rising to fame with his 
make-up tutorials on You-
Tube, the media personality 
has had multiple achieve-
ments throughout his ca-
reer, including his MTV 
show and an Instagram fan-
base of more than 17 mil-
lion followers.

Th e U.N. Human Rights 
Council, on October 9, ac-
knowledged ‘access to a 
clean and sustainable envi-
ronment’ as a fundamental 
human right. Th e council 
passed the clean environ-
ment proposal with 43-0 
votes while four countries- 
India, Japan, China, and 
Russia abstained from vot-
ing. Th e proposal encour-
ages the countries to uplift  
their potential to improve 
their environment. Lucy 
McKernan, deputy director, 
UN advocacy, stated that a 
clean and sustainable en-
vironment is the only way 
to avoid the ‘global human 
crisis’. 
Source : NBC News

    Th e Playboy magazine, 
recognized for its exclusive 
photoshoots featuring nude 
women, stopped printing 
magazines in March 2020 
amid the pandemic and 
has now completely transi-
tioned to a digital version.  
Rock is the third male to 
appear solo on the cover of 
the magazine, following its 
founder, Hugh Hefner, and 
musician Bad Bunny. “For 
Playboy to have a male on 
the cover is a huge deal for 
the LGBT community, for 
my brown people commu-
nity, and it’s all so surreal” 
he stated in a tweet shared 
on Playboy’s Instagram 
page.

Sources: CNN, NBC News

What are NFTs and why should 
you be worried?

NFTs or Non-Fungible To-
kens are unique digital as-
sets that, when created or 
minted, are entered into a 
digital ledger called a block-
chain; they facilitate the 
buying and selling of dig-
ital art, by granting own-
ership. Th e block chain, 
currently used through the 
cryptocurrency known as 
Ethereum, is essentially the 
buyer’s proof of ownership. 
NFTs are non-fungible be-
cause each token, or piece 
of art is valued diff erently. It 
is unlike fungible currency, 
namely the rupee, where ev-
ery rupee is of equal value. 
    India’s acceptance of NFTs 
has been gradual. It was only 
recently that Indian cricket-
er Dinesh Karthik decided 
to immortalise his last-min-
ute victory during the 2018 
Nidahas Trophy, into an 
NFT. He is said to have been 
inspired by the $6 million 
NFT art auction held by the 
musician Grimes, which 
lasted barely 20 minutes. 
    But what is the connection 
between NFTs and the en-
vironment? Aft er all, com-
pared to the racking up of 

physical art, isn’t non-tan-
gible art supposed to be less 
taxing on the environment? 
Th is isn’t true for a few rea-
sons.
    NFTs, especially creat-
ed using Ethereum, have a 
huge carbon footprint. Car-
bon footprint is an estimate 
of the carbon emissions that 
will be generated from mak-
ing and consuming a prod-
uct. Each time an NFT is 
minted, a new digital code 
is created and entered into 
the blockchain, which re-
quires a lot of computing 
power. Th ere have been ap-
proximations that a single 
Ethereum transaction can 
carry a carbon footprint of 
up to 48kg CO2, which is 
more than the carbon foot-
print of small countries like 

Bahrain and Sudan. Not just 
minting, mining for an NFT 
also consumes a lot of pow-
eras it utilizes the Proof-
Of-Work(POW) method, 
meaning the computer has 
to calculate intricate and 
elaborate equations to solve 
the unique digital code, cre-
ating a backlog of demand. 
    Alternative methods have 
been adopted, like investing 
in carbon off sets; a payment 
made to fund projects that 
balance out the output of 
carbon, for example, aff or-
estation projects or invest-
ing in lower-carbon NFTs, 
those that don’t require the 
POW method. But they 
barely create a dent in the 
damage that has already 
been caused.
Source: Quantilus

Clean environment, 
a human right

Th e Covid-19 pandemic, 
without doubt, has wreaked 
havoc across the planet. 
It has caused a major dis-
ruption in the functioning 
of the world and has had a 
signifi cant impact on global 
energy consumption.
While the demand for ener-
gy keeps increasing by the 
hour, the global energy cri-
sis worsens every day. More 
light and heat are required 
to power cities as almost all 
citizens have been confi ned 
to their homes due to the 
pandemic. Governments all 
over the world are trying to 
reduce the impact it is hav-
ing on the customers but 
are unable to stop the bills 
from hitting the roof. 

    Constant blackouts keep 
happening to the residents 
of China, while power sta-
tions in India are struggling 
to fi nd coal. According to 
the data from Independent 
Commodity Intelligent Ser-
vices, natural gas is now 
trading at the equivalent of 
$230 per barrel. Oil usage 
is more than 130% since 
the beginning of September 
and over eight times higher 
than the previous year. Th e 

natural gas cost has been 
up 85 % in East Asia hit-
ting roughly $204 in terms 
of oil.  Prices which have 
always been lower in the 
United States, a net export-
er of natural gas, have gone 
up to their highest levels in 
13 years. Th e environmen-
tal pressures associated with 
the use of energy witnessed 
a strong decline in 2020 of 
7-8 %, followed by a gradual 
recovery of 2-3% below the 

projection of the pre-Covid 
baseline. It includes the 
emissions of GHGs, sulfur 
dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) and fossil fuel 
materials use. 
    A paper published in the 
journal ‘Cardiovascular re-
search’ stated that chron-
ic exposure to particulate 
matter, a type of matter that 
results from a mix of chem-
icals from sources like fi res 
and smokestacks, is proba-
bly connected to 15 percent 
of global Covid-19 deaths. 
Authors of the study found 
that over 50% of air pollu-
tion-linked Covid-19 deaths 
are connected explicitly to 
the use of fossil fuels.
Sources: Th e Conversation, NBC 
news, CNN
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Energy crisis, the sequel to Covid? 

Bretman posing for the magazine (Source : Playboy Magazine)
Source: Sashkin / BigStock Photo 

Energy power plants (Source : Cafef)



Shrayan Ghosh
Bhavya Joshi

Saturday October 16, 2021
8

Sub Editors : Ananya Shetty, Chirag Singh, Navya Anil

SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE

Once again, Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo are vying 

for the Ballon D’Or

Th e 30 names announced 
for the Ballon d’Or award 
included Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo.  A few 
of the front runners who 
will be up against Messi and 
Ronaldo are Mbappe, Ney-
mar and Jorginho.
    Lewandowski, Europe’s 
leading scorer with 41 goals, 
and Haaland, the Champi-
ons League’s top scorer with 
10 goals, are both in the race 
as well. Ronaldo is joined 
by former Real Madrid 
teammate, Karim Benzema 
amongst other nominees.
    Messi’s six-time Ballon 
d’Or wins is closely followed 
by Ronaldo’s fi ve wins. Due 
to the pandemic, the award 
was not given out in 2020, 
but will fi nally be given to 

the victor on November 29.
    Megan Rapinoe, the 2019 
winner, was not among the 
women nominees, despite 
the fact that her United 
States team had made it 
till the quarter-fi nals in the 
Olympics.  Th ere are also 
20 women competing for 
their own award which will 
be announced in Paris on 
the 29th of November. 

Sources: NDTV, topendsports.
com

Anshu Malik, fi rst Indian wom-
an to secure silver in the world 

wrestling championship

Indian wrestler Anshu 
Malik became the fi rst 
Indian woman to secure 
a silver in the world wres-
tling championship on 
(add date).  2016 Olym-
pic champion Helen Ma-
rouli won fi rst place with 
a fi nal score of 4-1.
    Th e 19-year-old from 
Haryana began the match 
on an aggressive note, 
scoring 1-0 in round one.
    Th e fi ght shift ed dra-
matically in the second 
round when Marou-
li grabbed Malik’s arm 
pulling her down. She 
had Malik’s arm in a vice-
like hold and continued 

twisting to get an ‘expo-
sure’ point, this brought 
the fi nal score to 4-1.
    Anshu’s lead was com-
promised when Marouli 
pinned her to the mat for a 
fall victory. Unfortunately, 
the teen required medical 
attention immediately aft er 
the fi ght, as she was in ex-
cruciating pain.
    Th is victory makes An-
shu Malik the fi ft h Indian 
woman to win a medal at 
the world wrestling cham-
pionship, and is surely a 
proud moment for the state 
of Haryana, given its long 
history of award-winning 
athletes. 
Sources: NDTV, TOI

Russia wins 
the space 

race, again!
‘Th e Challenge’, becomes 
the fi rst fi lm to be shot in 
space. Russian actor and 
director Yulia Peresild and 
Klim Shipenko joined Cos-
monaut Anton Shkaplerov 
on their journey to the In-
ternational Space Station 
(ISS) on October 5th. Th e 
shoot is scheduled over a 
period of 12 days following 
which the team will return 
to  Earth on October 17th.
    Russia beat the US again 
with their space game since 
Tom Cruise’s intent to 
do the same in collabora-
tion with NASA and Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX was an-
nounced last year. 
   
Sources: Th e Guardian, HT, Th e 
Indian Express.

She’s back! Adele opens up about 
divorce through her latest album

Deepika Padukone recent-
ly took to instagram to an-
nounce the launch of her 
new lifestyle brand which 
will be rooted in India. 
    Th e brand is set to re-
lease in 2022 and will fi rst 
launch its beauty and skin 
care products. In the press 
release, she said, “India is a 
country that is rich in val-
ues, culture and heritage; 
something we are extremely 
proud of. 
    Th erefore, our endeavour 
is to build a brand that is 
rooted in India yet global in 
its reach and appeal.”

Source: Th e Quint

Deepika Padukone all 
set to release new 

lifestyle brand 

British pop-star Adele 
marks her musical come-
back aft er fi ve long years, 
with her upcoming album 
‘30’. She speaks of her di-
vorce and explains to fans 
how the album is a letter to 
her nine-year-old son. 
    “I just felt like I wanted 
to explain to him, through 
this record, when he’s in his 
twenties or thirties, who I 

am and why I voluntarily 
chose to dismantle his entire 
life in the pursuit of my own 
happiness,” the 33-year-old 
singer told British Vogue, in 
an interview with them.
    Her fi rst single from the 
album, ‘Easy on me’ is set 
to release on October 15th, 
with the album rumored to 
release in mid-November.

Sources: Th e Guardian, Vogue 
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Anshu Malik celebrating her win (Source : NDTC Sports)

Pictured : Messi(L), Ronaldo (R)
(Source : Indian Express)

Deepika Padukone (Source: Whizbliz)

Adele (Source : Will Heath/NBC via Getty Images)
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WHAT’S NEW?WHAT’S NEW?
DC comic announced 
that their latest super-
man, JON KENT, will 
be bisexual.
Source : CNET

Memecoin is cryptocur-
rency associated with 
a meme. Dogecoin was 
the fi rst ever memecoin, 
inspired by the Doge 
meme. 
Source : NDTV

Marvel has released the 
latest trailer to their new 
movie, Eternal. Th e fi lm 
is yet to be released in 
the autumn of 2021.
Source : Th e Direct

Th e Beatles are making 
a comeback with a new 
book, album and a doc-
umentary on the band’s 
history titled, ‘Th e Beat-
les: Get Back’,
Source : Yahoo News


